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on the most important subjects of administration. I have
long lamented this condition of things, but I know of no
remedy. The President has his peculiarities in this respect,
as he had in speechmaking when "swinging round the
circle."

I have sometimes been almost tempted to listen to
the accusation of his enemies that he desired and courted
impeachment. Yet such is not the fact. He is courage-
ous and firm, with great sagacity and wide comprehen-
sion, yet is not in many respects wise and practical. It
may be that he is willing the Radicals should make them-
selves ridiculous by futile assaults, but he hardly could
have expected this flurry for so peaceful and justifiable
a movement.

The Radical leaders have for some time striven to alarm
and agitate the country by whispers and insinuations
that the President was intending to make himself dictator,
and Senator Thayer l pledged his honor as a Senator that
the President was about to assume regal power or some-
thing of the sort, in a public speech last summer or autumn
at Cincinnati. Forney, Secretary of the Senate, as deep in
the conspiracy as the chiefs will permit, in his paper the
Chronicle, which is the Radical organ, gave out that
the President, with Governor Swann, was organizing the
militia of Maryland to secure for himself absolute power.
Others have tried to alarm the popular mind by similar
silly and absurd falsehoods.

I this morning called on the President. There were
many waiting. Randall and Mr. Ross were with him,
but both soon left. Stanbery was in the library, writing
and revising a message, which the President sent to Con-
gress in a few hours, vindicating his course and removing
Stanton. I had called because Mr. Stanbery and myself
had an understanding to that effect last evening, believing
it best the President should see all his Cabinet on the sub-
ject of his message or communication. But the President
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